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authentic translations not accessible to many readers. The selections include 
substantial parts of a few prominent works, which are large enough to present 
the most important ideas of the various writers and, at the same time, are 
numerous enough to be representative of the foremost political thinkers down 
to the end of the eighteenth century. 

In Aristotle and Plato we have the foundations of political philosophy, 
the immortal conceptions conditioned by the Greek state. The mediaeval 
opposition of temporal rulers to the domination of the papal throne is voiced 
by Dante and Marsiglio. Machiavelli introduces the modern method and 
point of view, the separation of political questions from religion and meta- 
physics. Hooker, Grotius, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau are the great com- 
pany of thinkers who carried the influential concept of the social contract 
through a long and varied career. The book closes with a selection from 
Bentham's Fragment on Government where the social contract theory is criti- 
cized from a utilitarian standpoint. 

There is a brief introduction to each selection which serves to orient the 
material historically and suggest the chief characteristics of each writer. It is 
suggested in the Introduction that the reading of these selections should be 
accompanied by a general history of political philosophy. 



Le Socialisme et I'Evolution de VAngleterre contemporaine (1880-ipn). 
By Edouard Guyot. Paris: Librairie Felix Alcan, 1913. 8vo, 

pp. xviii+543. Fr. 7. 

This interpretation of English socialism is based upon the economic and 
political history of England during the last three decades. The growing 
tendency toward collectivism is explained as being the direct result of economic 
and social phenomena, rather than as representing any conscious acceptance, 
on the part of the English people, of socialistic doctrine. Thus it is that Eng- 
land, by nature one of the most conservative of European countries, is never- 
theless among the foremost in adopting the substance of socialism in her 
current legislation. 

The book is quite comprehensive, the subject being treated both histori- 
cally and critically. Trade unionism, the agrarian problem, and contemporary 
English Liberalism are among the topics to which most attention has been 
given. The closing chapters are devoted to an analysis of the work and doc- 
trines of William Morris, Bernard Shaw, and H. G. Wells. According to the 
author these three men, in the order named, represent the idealistic, the critical, 
and the constructive tendencies of English socialism, and in the working out 
of those tendencies lies the future of the English socialistic movement. On 
the whole, M. Guyot's contribution bears the marks of wide reading and careful 
analysis, and should prove a useful addition to socialistic literature. 



